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A Letter from
Our Team

At By Degrees, we often say: “Talent is distributed
evenly, opportunity is not.” It’s a reminder that the
neighborhood we’re born into can and does shape our
future. It’s also a call to action.

This phrase drives everything we do. We work to
ensure all students have access to the support and
opportunities they need to succeed. We’'re in the
business of building the next generation of thinkers,
doers, and empathetic leaders—young people who
will shape a stronger Des Moines for us all.

This work is possible because of you. Thank you for
your commitment to our students, and for your
investment in our community.

Sincerely,

By Degrees

Emily Westergaard, CEO
Kahara Hunafa-Addo, North
Program Manager

Heather Isaacson, Director of
Programs

Billy Kirby, Findley Program
Manager

Cari Long, Harding Program
Manager

Carol Sames, Office Manager
Amanda Shetler, Director of
Development

Laila Williams, Growth &
Development Manager
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Board of Directors

Bryan O’Neill - Chair
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield

Mondale Smith - Vice Chair
AgriSompo International

Megan Mortier - Secretary
The Waldinger Corporation

Justin Greenwood - Treasurer
Federal Home Loan Bank of Des
Moines

Annie Brandt
Bank of America

Rod Johnson
BLK & Bold

Joan Middleton
Community Volunteer

Everett Miles
Principal Financial

Matt Moore
Sammons Financial Group

Mary Katherine Nelson
Nyemaster Goode

Craig Owens
The Harkin Institute

Derrick Prine
Deere and Company

Lauren Rasmussen
ITA Group

Carolyn Reddick
The University of lowa Tippie
College of Business

Sabrina Zenor
Summit Carbon Solutions




School Year

Highlights

2,348 NORTHSIDE STUDENTS SERVED

We partner with whole schools and feeder patterns
because students do better when everyone around them
has access to the same opportunities for the future.

2,231
94%
$150

students participated in at least one By Degrees experience
(like college and career visits, internship and mentorship
programs, financial capacity building workshops, and more)

of students with an active By Degrees 529 savings

account earned at least one milestone into their personal

average amount earned by a student into their personal By
Degrees 529 savings account

Programming
Spotlight

|

Twelve northside students participated in
the fourth annual My Voice program, a
yearlong partnership between By Degrees
and the Des Moines Art Center, funded by
the Principal Foundation. Through museum
tours, mentorship, and interactive learning,
My Voice helps student artists explore
identity and self-expression by creating
original pieces inspired by renowned works.
The program culminates in a public
exhibition for families, educators, and
community members at the Art Center.

Featured painting: Becoming, 2025
by Dalal Hasaballa (11" grade, North High)
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Postsecondary
Experiences

More than 1,250 By Degrees scholars toured a college
campus or postsecondary program this year. These
early experiences start in kindergarten and help
students envision a range of possibilities beyond high
school.

Forty middle and high school students also participated
in our first-ever visit to Hispanic-Serving Institutions
(HSls), touring University of lllinois Chicago and
Northeastern lllinois University. HSIs are federally
designated colleges and universities where at least 25%
of the student body is Hispanic.

By the Numbers

9 6 12+

K-8th grade visits to 9th-12th grade small- small-group college
college partners, group visits to visits for North
including: DMACC upperclassmen

Drake, DMACC, Central held monthly & customized featuring detailed

College, Grand View, leae) 6F ShucEmt fntams: conversations with

lowa, lowa State, and CIEGE financial aid & admissions

Simpson officers




Career
Exploration

Over 2,000 students participated in our whole-school
and themed career days, customized small-group
career experiences, and internship and mentorship
programs in high demand professions.

In elementary school, we focus on career exploration
and exposure. In middle and high school, students
take career interest surveys and participate in small-
group experiences aligned to their goals. We also
meet one-on-one with students to identify internship
opportunities and help them pursue coursework that
supports their interests and future plans.

CUSTOMIZED CAREER

WHOLE-SCHOOL EXPERIENCES

CAREER DAYS
We create small-group experiences based on
Our whole-school career days student interests, like:

introduce every K-8" grade student

to professionals in diverse careers, Harding Zoo Pack, in partnership with the

from lawyers and entrepreneurs to Blank Park Zoo: a monthly experience for 10

drone operators, electricians, and middle school students interested in

artists. Every experience includes a zookeeping and conservation

hands-on activity and opportunities Future Medical Professionals, in partnership

for mentorship from the career day with Broadlawns and UnityPoint Health: 10

volunteer. high school students shadow healthcare

professionals in hospitals and clinics through a
year-long, career-focused mentorship
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Financial
Empowerment

Exploring options and setting goals is just the
beginning. Our financial empowerment programs help
students graduate with financial insight and the
resources needed to turn their postsecondary plans
into reality.

529 Savings Account Program

By Degrees facilitates a unique asset-building program in which
students at our partner schools can earn up to $200 annually
into personal By Degrees-owned 529 savings accounts by
meeting various milestones, like attendance and GPA goals.
Funds can be used after high school graduation to support any
accredited postsecondary path.

The By Degrees program is the first of its kind in lowa, and one
of just a few across the country, that helps student and families
overcome barriers to building wealth through education.

Harding Expansion

Thanks to a generous grant from Mid-lowa Health Foundation,
we expanded our 529 program to all Harding Middle School
students in March 2025. Previously, only Findley Elementary
students were eligible. Next, we’re expanding access to all North
High students during the upcoming school year.

EARNED INTO 319 K-12™
$643145 GRADE 529 ACCOUNTS

AVERAGE ACCOUNT SIZE

$1,100 FOR A STUDENT IN HIGH

SCHOOL

o OF HARDING STUDENTS HAVE A
21 /O BY DEGREES 529 ACCOUNT, UP
FROM 6% IN 2024




2024-25 Financial
Information

$392,103 $216,390

FY25 REVENUE
TOTAL $874,565

Foundations
$266,072

Programs Fundraising

FY25 EXPENSES $600,818 $166,663
TOTAL $989,698

Management & Administration
$222,217

Corporations Individuals / Events

-.ni:;i.[




2024-25
Partners

s

8 BYOEGREES

Community partners make our work possible. These
organizations supported By Degrees during the 2024-25
school year through funding, volunteering and classroom

enrichment.

$100,000+

Mid-lowa Health Foundation*

$50,000+

Corteva Agriscience

John Deere Foundation*
Prairie Meadows

Principal Foundation
United Way of Central lowa

$25,000+

Bank of America
Sammons Financial Group

$10,000+

100+ Women Who Care Des Moines
Archer Daniels Midland

Bank of America

BLK & Bold

EMC Insurance

ISL Education Lending

John Deere Des Moines Operations
The Nelson Foundation

Principal Charity Classic

*Moving the Needle on Student
Success Campaign supporter

$5,000+

ARAG

McGill Junge Wealth Management
Veridian Credit Union

West Bank

$500+

BWA Foundation
Chrysalis Foundation
ITA Group

Thank you to the sponsors of our
inaugural A Toast to Education:
Empowering Tomorrow’s Leaders
event

Bankers Trust

Connectify

Drake University

Federal Home Loan Bank of Des
Moines

John Deere

lowa State Bank

Sammons Financial Group

Sara Hopkins Real Estate Team
UnityPoint Health
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Support a Scholar

Thank you to our Support a Scholar friends who made an
annual gift of $1,000 or more during the 2024-25 school
year. Because of your generosity, Findley’s youngest learners
have the tools and encouragement they need to thrive.

NAVIGATOR

$2,000+

Andrea & Greg Abel
Eva & Michael Anderson

Melanie & Michael Dayton

Scott Galenbeck

Alanna & Justin Greenwood

Trudy Hurd

Annick & Craig lbsen
Mary & Dan Kelly

Cory McAnelly

Linda & Ken McCullum
Susan & James Meimann
Joan Middleton

Matt & Dana Moore

Erin Muchow

Mary Katherine & Lucas
Nelson

Katie & Bryan O’Neill
Diana & Dan Pelzer
Molly Ryan

Meredith & Andrew Stahl
Kathy & Ted Stuart

Dotty Thurston

Marie & Marvin Walker
Todd & Teresa Weidmaier
Michele & Steve Whitty

LEADER

$1,000+

Karen Andrew

Pamela Bass-Bookey
Claudia Batesole
Nancy Bone

Annie Brandt

Britt & Barron Bremner
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Linda Gulbrandson
Danielle Hermann
Dixie Hoekman

Sara Hopkins

Joan & Dan Houston
Martha James

Rachel Stauffer & James Lawson
Susy & Bruce Kelley

Teri Wahlig & Mark Feldmann
Megan & Ryan Mortier
Lauren & Chad Rasmussen
Sri Reddy

Joseph Schneider

Nikki & Jay Syverson

Deanna Ver Steeg

Angel West

Tracy Wheeler

Meg & Patrick Whitty
Maribeth & William Wright
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How you can Support
a Scholar this year

Make a gift to By Degrees Foundation and support the
2025-26 class of kindergarten scholars at By Degrees
partner school Findley Elementary.

All Support a Scholar gifts help us
provide a strong foundation for
Findley’s youngest scholars, promoting
educational equity and creating more
opportunities for students in under-
resourced communities.

With your gift, you’ll receive
invitations to engage with scholars
throughout the year. You’ll also
receive complimentary reservations
at our annual springtime fundraiser,
Sweet Dreams.

Join Support a Scholar today and

connect with an established group of

philanthropists who’ve helped us grow

from supporting 50 scholars to over

2,400 annually. Scan the QR code or make
checks payable to:

By Degrees Foundation

PO Box 41070

Des Moines, |IA 50311




BYS>EGREES

PO Box 41070 | Des Moines, IA | 50311
info@bydegreesfoundation.org

515.650.8230



